TOGETHER IN FAITH
40 Days of Prayer
Devotionals
Wednesday
September 27
God Remembers

“Go and announce directly to Jerusalem that this is what the Lord says:
I remember the loyalty of your youth,
your love as a bride—
how you followed Me in the wilderness,
in a land not sown.”—Jeremiah 2:2

Even when our hearts grow cold toward God and our devotion to Him weakens, His love remains steadfast. We
may forget God, but He remembers us.
God was concerned because the people of Judah had allowed their hearts to drift far from Him. In a powerful
moment, God shared His heart with His people, recalling what it was like when they first began loving Him. He
remembered how they had loved Him, as a new bride loves her husband, with excitement and enthusiasm for
the future. He recalled the kindness they had expressed as they willingly followed Him wherever He led them.
God reminded them of the love they had once had for Him, so that the memory might rekindle feelings of
devotion and their hearts might return to Him.
If you do not guard our heart, you will grow cold in your love for Christ. A time may come when He approaches
you and reminds you what your relationship was once like. Do you recollect the joy that permeated your life
when you first became a Christian? Do you recall the youthful commitments you made to Him, pledging to do
anything He told you to do? Do you remember the thrill you experienced each time you came to understand a
new dimension of His nature? Spiritual memory is important. You may not realize how far you have drifted from
God until you contrast the love you are expressing to Him now with that of earlier days.
God has not changed. He is the same Person you gave your heart to when you became a Christian (Mal. 3:6–7).
If your love for God is not as intense as it once was, return to Him. He will restore the intimate fellowship you
once shared with Him.
Seeking God daily in prayer asking;
1. God provide for us all that we need to accomplish your vision.
2. God, give wisdom to our Pastors and our Building Team as they lead.
3. God, what would you have me to do?
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TOGETHER IN FAITH
40 Days of Prayer
Devotionals
Thursday
September 28
Much Beloved

At the beginning of your petitions an answer went out, and I have come
to give it, for you are treasured [by God]. So consider the message and
understand the vision:—Daniel 9:23
“For you are beloved.” Could there be any words from God more welcome than these? Daniel was in exile in
Babylon as a result of his nation's utter defeat by the Babylonians. He desperately wanted to make sense of his
circumstances. So he did what he had done so many times before: he prayed. God immediately dispatched the
angel Gabriel. Gabriel revealed that God had sent him to Daniel at the beginning of his supplications. God did not
even wait for Daniel to finish his prayer. Why? Because God loved Daniel greatly. What a marvelous testimony!
There had been times when Daniel's love for God had been put to the test. Now, when Daniel was in need, God
was quick to respond in love to him.
God wants to answer the prayers of those whose hearts are completely His (2 Chron. 16:9). God can accurately
orient you to the events of your day. Media, public opinion, and political leaders cannot tell you the truth of your
circumstances. Only God can. God loves you and will speak to you in His time. His answer may come
immediately as it did in Daniel's case, or it may be delayed, but it will come (Dan. 10:13). If it seems as though
everything is crumbling around you, and you wonder why you do not see God's activity, take comfort in knowing
that you are loved in heaven. If you are genuinely seeking God's answers, you can go to your Father confidently
with your questions. He will respond to you in love (Luke 11:5–13).
Seeking God daily in prayer asking:
1. God provide for us all that we need to accomplish your vision.
2. God, give wisdom to our Pastors and our Building Team as they lead.
3. God, what would you have me to do?
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TOGETHER IN FAITH
40 Days of Prayer
Devotionals
Friday
September 29
The Key to Prosperity

He was diligent in every deed that he began in the service of God’s temple,
in the law and in the commandment, in order to seek his God, and he prospered.
—2 Chronicles 31:21
There is a way to ensure that you prosper in what you do: serve the Lord with all your heart! Hezekiah, king of
Judah, lived in a dangerous and tumultuous time. He faced powerful enemies. Idolatry was the popular religion
of the day. His parents had rejected God and encouraged people to worship other gods (2 Chron. 28). Hezekiah
had the opportunity to reject God as well, yet he chose to serve God with all of his heart. He did everything in
his power to promote worship of the true God. He diligently followed God's commandments. As a result of
Hezekiah's determination to serve God, God blessed him. Hezekiah thrived in an unsettled time because he
resolved to follow God despite popular opinion.
God will honor the heart that commits to follow Him (2 Chron. 26:5). In times when worshiping God is not in
vogue and when the forces of the day oppose Him, it takes courage and resolve to seek after God. God is
pleased to prosper those who strive to please Him rather than to seek the approval of people (1 Sam. 2:30).
Hezekiah stands in stark contrast to Rehoboam, an earlier king of Judah. It is said of Rehoboam that “he did
evil, because he did not prepare his heart to seek the Lord” (2 Chron. 12:14). When you do not set your heart to
seek the Lord, calamity is the inevitable result. The surest way to prosper in your endeavors is to diligently
pursue the will of God.
Seeking God daily in prayer asking:
1. God provide for us all that we need to accomplish your vision.
2. God, give wisdom to our Pastors and our Building Team as they lead.
3. God, what would you have me to do?

Experiencing God Day by Day
By
Henry T. Blackaby
and Richard Blackaby
© 1997 by Henry Blackaby and Richard Blackaby. Database © 2003 WORDsearch Corp.

Experiencing God Day by Day: A Devotional and Journal.

TOGETHER IN FAITH
40 Days of Prayer
Devotionals
Saturday
September 30
Prayer Changes You

“Now if You would only forgive their sin. But if not, please erase me from the book
You have written.”—Exodus 32:32
Prayer is not designed to change God, it is designed to change us. Prayer is not calling God in to bless our
activities. Rather, prayer takes us into God's presence, shows us His will, and prepares us to obey Him.
Moses climbed Mount Sinai and spent forty days communing with God. God showed him the wickedness of the
Israelites (Exod. 32:7). Moses had not known their desperate condition, nor had he realized the imminence of
God's judgment upon them until God revealed it to him. As God made Moses aware of all that was at stake,
Moses felt the same compassion for the people that God felt. Moses became willing to sacrifice his own life for
his obstinate people. In a compelling and selfless prayer of intercession, Moses offered to have his own name
blotted out of the book of life if God would spare the people. In Moses' time with Him, God had formed a mighty
intercessor for His people.
God will use your prayer times to soften your heart and change your focus. As you pray for others, the Holy
Spirit will work in your heart so that you have the same compassion for them that God does (Rom. 8:26–27). If
you do not love people as you should, pray for them. If you are not as active in God's service as you know He
wants you to be, begin praying. You cannot be intimately exposed to God's heart and remain complacent. The
time spent with God will change you and make you more like Christ.
Seeking God daily in prayer asking:
1. God provide for us all that we need to accomplish your vision.
2. God, give wisdom to our Pastors and our Building Team as they lead.
3. God, what would you have me to do?
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TOGETHER IN FAITH
40 Days of Prayer
Devotionals
Sunday
October 1
Prepared for Worship

He will be like a refiner and purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi
and refine them like gold and silver. Then they will present offerings to the Lord
in righteousness.—Malachi 3:3
The quality of our worship is not based on our activities but on our character. Churches can mistakenly assume
that the better the music, the more impressive the building, and the more eloquent the preaching, the more
worshipful the experience will be. Genuine worship, however, originates from within our hearts. If our
relationship with God is not healthy, all these things are nothing more than religious pageantry.
The Levites were the worship leaders of their day. Their task was to offer sacrifices on behalf of the people. God
declared that before they could worship Him in righteousness, He would first refine them with His refiner's fire,
purging them of any impurities. Merely being members of the religious profession, having official responsibilities
in the temple, and going through the rituals of worship, did not guarantee that their religious activities would be
acceptable to holy God.
Today, we tend to look to external things to enhance our worship. The true quality of our worship, however,
rests within us. If we have not allowed God to purify us first, our worship will be void of His presence. If we do
not have a pure heart, we may give offerings, but they will be unacceptable to God. Attending a religious service
will not automatically ensure an encounter with God.
If you are not satisfied with the quality of your worship, don't be too quick to blame
Seeking God daily in prayer asking:
1. God provide for us all that we need to accomplish your vision.
2. God, give wisdom to our Pastors and our Building Team as they lead.
3. God, what would you have me to do?
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TOGETHER IN FAITH
40 Days of Prayer
Devotionals
Monday
October 2
A Living Sacrifice

Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship.—Romans 12:1
God takes great pleasure in worthy sacrifices. In the Old Testament God gave detailed instructions for how His
people were to give their offerings. He declared that these brought a “soothing aroma” to Him (Lev. 1:13, 17).
When the Israelites gave an offering to God, it was no longer their own, it belonged entirely to God. God would
accept only the best that people could give. It was an affront to almighty God to offer Him animals that were
damaged or imperfect in any way. God Himself met the standard for sacrifices when He offered His own Son as
the spotless Lamb. Only the death of His perfect Son was a worthy enough offering to atone for the sins of
mankind.
Now, God asks us to lay down our lives on His altar as a living sacrifice. Just as it was in the Old Testament, our
sacrifice, once offered, cannot be reclaimed. We belong entirely to Him. We cannot make a partial sacrifice of
our lives; our offering must be wholehearted.
Therefore, if you are a Christian, your life is not your own. Rather than dying, however, God asks you to live for
Him as a living sacrifice. Every day, you are to offer your life to Him for His service. You do not serve Him in
your spare time or with your leftover resources. The way you live your life for God is your offering to Him.
Relentlessly pursue holiness so that your offering to God is unblemished and acceptable to Him (Eph. 4:1; Phil.
1:27; 1 Thess. 2:12).
Seeking God daily in prayer asking:
1. God provide for us all that we need to accomplish your vision.
2. God, give wisdom to our Pastors and our Building Team as they lead.
3. God, what would you have me to do?
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TOGETHER IN FAITH
40 Days of Prayer
Devotionals
Tuesday
October 3
Praying with Tears

During His earthly life, He offered prayers and appeals, with loud cries and tears,
to the One who was able to save Him from death, and He was heard because
of His reverence. —Hebrews 5:7
The life of Jesus provides the model for our prayer lives. God is seeking to mold us into the image of His Son
(Col. 1:27–28). If we are to act like Christ, our prayer lives must be conformed to His. Many Christians are
unwilling to pay the price that Jesus paid when it comes to interceding with God. Jesus' prayers came with
vehement cries and tears and, “because of His godly fear,” He was heard by the Father.
Why then, did the Father refuse His request? It was not due to any sin in Jesus' life, nor was it because the F
ather did not love His Son. The Father said no, despite the unfathomable love He had for His Son, because He
knew He could not spare His Son and save a world. Likewise, the Lord cannot always spare you and your family
and complete His redemptive work in those around you.
Are you willing for God to deny your pleadings? Will you intercede with the Father so deeply and intimately that
even in the midst of your tears you are able to say, “Nevertheless, not my will but thine be done?” The Father
will always relate to you out of the context of His love for a lost world. Has God said no to one of your requests
recently? Accept His answer. Have you been learning obedience through what you have been suffering (Heb.
5:8)? If you have, God may choose to make you a source of salvation to others even as He did with His Son.
Seeking God daily in prayer asking:
1. God provide for us all that we need to accomplish your vision.
2. God, give wisdom to our Pastors and our Building Team as they lead.
3. God, what would you have me to do?
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